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received with such delight by Anne and Henry
when Fox brought it to London in April 1528,
was found on examination still to leave the question
open to Papal veto. It is true that it gave per-
mission to the Legates to pronounce for the King,
but the responsibility for the ruling was left to
them, and their decision might be impugned.
When, at the urgent demand of Gardiner, the
Pope with many tears gave a decretal laying
down that the King's marriage with Katharine
was bad by canon law if the facts were as repre-
sented, he gave secret orders to the Legate Cam-
peggio that the decretal was to be burnt and not
to be acted upon*
Whilst the Pope was thus between the devil
and the deep sea, trying to please the Emperor
on the one hand and the Kings of France and
England on the other, and deceiving both, the
influence of Anne over her royal lover grew
stronger every day. Wolsey was in the toils
and he knew it. When Charles had answered
the English declaration of war (January 1528),
it was the Cardinal's rapacity, pride, and ambition
against which he thundered as the cause of the
strife and of the insult offered to the imperial
house. To the Emperor the Cardinal could not
again turn. Henry, moreover, was no longer the
obedient tool he had been before Anne was by
his side to stiffen his courage ; and Wolsey
knew that, notwithstanding the favourite's feline
civilities and feigned dependence upon him, it
would be the turn of his enemies to rule when
once she became the King's wedded wife. He
was, indeed, hoist with his own petard. The